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Controversial issues and solution

n’ Is Korea a multicultural society?
n Introduction
’
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A Population: 48,860,500 (uy 2012 esy
Population growth rate: 0.204%

- MEL L SR A Immigration to Korea: 1,395,077
= legal: 1,227,297 / lllegal 167,780
_________ ; I A Migration from Korea
Whole amount: 7.0 million
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A The Korean
inhabited from
Paleolithic abou
/700,000 years ago

A The earliest known Korea
pottery dates to around 8000 BC

migration flow
rced immigration)

A The Korean War
: 25.06.1950 27.07.1953
. The second immigration flow
( Political and Economic
immigration)

A Division of Korea
:North and South Korea




A 1904 ‘ South
emigrati
around d n/ Japan
occupation,
emigrated to
Union, Hawaii, a
United States

A 1940-1944 : nearly 2 mi
Koreans lived in Japan, 1.4 mill

America

dle East (62,000)/
rope (40,000)/other
countries (27,000)/ Africa

Manchuria, 600,000 in Siberia, and (25,000)

130,000 in China. An estimated A Overseas South Koreans have
40,000 Koreans were scattered been migrated back to South
among other countries Korea

A War orphans approximately 150,000
adopted ethnic Koreans in more
than 20 Western countries/ 2,500
North Korean war orphans were
adopted in several Eastern
European Communist countries,
such as Poland, Bulgaria, and
Czechoslovakia, as well as Hungary
and Mongolia
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ogeneous (except for about
20,000 Chinese) The fact book, CIA

A The number of foreigners

2008 2011
HFe=2 1,158,865 1E8.477 1,261,415 1,395,077

- MINHB 995, 464 920,887 L002, 742 1,117,481

- HIH R 263,402 247,590 258,673 135,020

EHHFA

A New immigration flows and multiculturalism
. Mixed marriages
Labor immigrants
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1. A political, social, and cultural movement which aimed to respect a
multiplicity of diverging perspectives outside of dominant traditions
(Willet, 1998: 1)

2. Multiculturalism is the way to describe how social structures create
and maintain different cultures in a society (Wekker, 1998: 44)

3. A supplement to, not a substitute for, citizenship
(Kymlicka, 2001; 153)




-

Harold Troper, Ontario Institute for Studies in
Education, University of Toronto

1. Demographic phenomena of plural ethno -cultural traditions and racial
origins
2. A social ideal or value that accepts cultural pluralism as a positive and

distinctive feature

3. Government policy initiatives designed to recognize, support, and manage
cultural and racial pluralism that secure equal opportunities for all.
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1,139,283 fc onths as of

population.
The influx of marriage 0 this increasing
number of foreigners. The tota ralized people, marriage
immigrants and children of multicultural families who are permanent
residents is 310,000 which is 28 % of the total number of foreigners and
0.06 % of the total South Korean population.

The number of migrant workers, who started to enter Korea in 1990, was
450,000 in December 2006 and had increased to 560,000 by December
2010.

Such an increase was inevitable due to the lack of human resources from
a low birthrate and the avoidance of 3D jobs, jobs which are considered
dirty, dangerous and demeaning, among South Koreans.
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g for different
HURGIGCERES
society for a longtime.

Korean society
races, ethnic group
cherished the myth of an €

South KoreansS strong pride in ethnioca
| ogic of rbeing differentR as rbeing
intolerance toward foreigners and minorities.

Foreigners continue to be treated differently according to the
development level of their origin countries. It appears that South
Koreans are tolerant and considerate only when foreigners do not
compete with and threaten its culture and social system
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immigrants &
c al IKesthns|

Arhese policies are geared toward & ilating foreigners into South
Korean culture and society rather than recognizing and protecting their
unigue cultures and identities.

Sgtr+ Rntsg Jngd Sr | tkshbtkstq khrl h
where the general consciousness, policies and system do not reflect
demographic changes
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lturalism discourse

The millen

Foreign migrant wa
and was adopted in the

Looking for ways to improve living conditions of
long -term foreign sojourners

But Foreign migrant workers often considered
temporary laborers who will return to their
countries.



discourse |

AMarriage immig
multiculturalism discu

lturalism

permanent

resi dents wl rour nat.
Both the state and citizens have begu are a sense of responsibility
toward their social adjustment.

a

Q»

the central and local governments have taken a series of social

integration policy initiatives regarding married migrants and their
families

NGOs have carried out government sponsored programs

ona



lturalism discourse

soci al

Brought aware
much needed suppc

Their childrenSs difficulties
discrimination and prejudice, familial conflicts and so forth.

¥

As a result, multiculturalism is situated as a sacred dogma

llies and their
arriage couples

wi t h
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opposition.
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_ State-led multiculturalism Citizen -led Multiculturalism

Objecve A An Open Society th A To protect the
with Foreigners live and human rights and to
coexist
with South Korean nationals
and other migrants.

Main actor A Government A NGOs and relicg
Policies A Legal short ter ALegalandilegal foreign nationals
And international marriage migrant women,
Programs multicultural children, naturalized foreign
Targets nations, refugees
Direction AProtect of foreign ASecure the rightto live and the
rights and social integration human rights of foreigners
A Support the infl ow Alncrease cultural diversity and
manpower tolerance
A Reform of public AStrengthen migrant laborers

and marriage mig
capabilities



- State-led multiculturalism Citizen -led Multiculturalism

Main A Korean | anguag: A Korean angua
Multi - education A Mul tic uI t ur
Cultural A Education for pu A Capability s
Operation reformation programs
A Policy refor mi
Issues AExcludes illegal foreignerswhomake A I nabil ity to ¢
up about 1/4 of the total foreigner and long term programs due to
population lack of funds, manpower and
Anability to provide for various needs facilities
due to standardized and unilateral A Potential diff
policies operations from government
HOverlapping and short term support surveillance and restrictions
from government offices A Lack of publ i
A Bound to Fpur e b assertions (i.e. legalization of all
nationalistic ideologies illegal foreigners) that are too

progressive for the current
times



d solution

Problems

As South Korem society and
related debates become e, NGOs and the

academic community question the application of western-
centered multicultural theories without serious
consideration of the unique characteristics of South Korean
society. There are worries about how long the interest in
multiculturalism in Korean society, which was regarded as

the multicultural i s m -reflecaom
and self-correction will be needed because of the
propensity to one side of the issue.



d solution

Terminology of multiculturalism

A Korean society an
enlighteningly withou | understanding and

theoretical discussion.

A Prejudice and discrimination concerning international marriage
families cannot be solved by simply calling them a multicultural
family

A Current multicultural concept, which is being used as part of
multicultural society, multicultural policies and multicultural
education and so on, is a beautiful word which means nothing
because it hides real discrimination and oppression by majority
groups against minority groups.



government are fo n society instead
of the understanding of ¢ r cultural differences

Multicultural policy appears to advocate multiculturalism, but it is, in
actuality, an assimilation policy that emphasizes pure blood and
patriarchy

Foreigners are categorized as legal and illegal, and illegal foreigners
are excluded as targets of multiculturalism.



